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It is fitting and proper to honor 

Judge Garza’s outstanding, rich life, 
his commitment to excellence, and his 
numerous public contributions. 

Judge Filemon Vela is also a native 
of Texas and a veteran of the United 
States Army. He attended Texas 
Southmost College and the University 
of Texas. His law degree is from St. 
Mary’s School of Law in San Antonio. 

Judge Vela served as Commissioner 
of the city of Brownsville. He was an 
active member of the Judges’ Advisory 
Committee to the U.S. Sentencing 
Commission. Judge Vela is a former 
law instructor and an attorney for the 
Cameron County Child Welfare Depart-
ment. 

His civic activities include being the 
charter president for the Esperanza 
Home for Boys and cosponsor of the 
Spanish radio program Enrich Your 
Life, Complete Your Studies. 

Judge Vela’s other civic activities in-
clude membership on the Independent 
School District Task Force and mem-
bership in the General Assembly of the 
Texas Catholic Conference. He is also 
an active member of the Lions Club. 
Judge Vela was nominated by Presi-
dent Carter for the Federal bench, and 
was confirmed by the United States 
Senate in 1980. 

Judge Vela’s career is filled with suc-
cesses, commitment to his family, de-
votion to his religion and his church, 
love for his work, and respect for his 
colleagues. It is most fitting to honor 
Judge Vela with this designation. I join 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. ORTIZ) 
in supporting H.R. 686. 

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, Texas is known for 
many things—among them is an embarrass-
ment of riches in the Southern Judicial District 
of Texas. 

In South Texas, we have two judicial giants 
in the Rio Grande Valley for whom citizens 
throughout the area have asked that the new 
federal courthouse in Brownsville be named. 

Judge Reynaldo Garza was appointed to 
the federal bench by President John F. Ken-
nedy in 1961 and Judge Filemon Vela was ap-
pointed to the federal bench by President 
Jimmy Carter in 1980. 

Both of these men have become legends in 
the South Texas area by virtue of their com-
mitment to education and community. 

Each have shown their respective dedica-
tion to the betterment of the next generation of 
South Texans by working actively with schools 
and young people. 

Judge Vela has focused on the young peo-
ple who have made mistakes or erred, by 
working with the Esperanza Home for Boys, 
heading activities to keep young people in 
school called ‘‘Enrich Your Life, Complete 
Your Studies,’’ being part of the Texas Busi-
ness and Education Coalition, and working 
with the Texas Young Lawyers Association 
Dropout Prevention and Literacy Committee. 

Judge Garza has served on the Brownsville 
Independent School Board, and turned his at-
tention to the cause of higher education by 
serving on the Texas Education Standards 
Committee, the Coordinating Board of Col-

leges and Universities, and the Select Com-
mittee on Higher Education. 

He is revered for a story he relates about 
his father, while dying, who told the Judge and 
his siblings that while he did not leave them 
with wealth, he left them with the gift of edu-
cation, one which no one can ever take away. 

Both these legends have schools named in 
their honor. 

When construction began on the federal 
courthouse, all across the Valley, people won-
dered whose name would grace the court-
house upon completion. 

I was moved at the number of letters that 
came to my office relating personal stories 
about one or the other and advocating naming 
the courthouse after either Judge Vela or 
Judge Garza. 

After reading all the heart-felt expressions 
on behalf of both judges, and listening to peo-
ple who sought me out while I was in the Dis-
trict, I realized how rich we were in judicial tal-
ent and thought that the only way to satisfy 
the concerns of all South Texans was to name 
this courthouse after both judges. 

This name is a reflection of the will of those 
people whose interests will be served in the 
new courthouse, and of those people for 
whom justice will be dispensed there. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
FRANKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 686. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof), 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 1121, S. 453, S. 460, 
H.R. 118, H.R. 560, as amended, H.R. 686 
and H.R. 1162, the measure just consid-
ered by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

COMMENDING THE REVEREND 
JESSE L. JACKSON, SR., ON SE-
CURING THE RELEASE OF U.S. 
SERVICEMEN FROM CAPTIVITY 
IN BELGRADE, YUGOSLAVIA 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 156) commending the 
Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., on se-
curing the release of Specialist Ste-

phen Gonzalez of Huntsville Texas, 
Staff Sergeant Andrew Ramirez of Los 
Angeles, California, and Staff Sergeant 
Christopher Stone of Smiths Creek, 
Michigan, from captivity in Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 156 

Whereas, on March 31, 1999, Specialist Ste-
ven Gonzales, Staff Sergeant Andrew Rami-
rez, and Staff Sergeant Christopher Stone 
were captured while patrolling the 
Kumanovo area; 

Whereas the Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 
Sr., on April 29, 1999, led a delegation of reli-
gious and civic leaders from the United 
States in a faith-based effort to secure the 
release of Specialist Steven Gonzales, Staff 
Sergeant Andrew Ramirez, and Staff Ser-
geant Christopher Stone; 

Whereas against great odds and in the face 
of grave personal risks, the Reverend Jesse 
L. Jackson Sr. and his party successfully se-
cured the release of Specialist Steven 
Gonzales, Staff Sergeant Andrew Ramirez, 
and Staff Sergeant Christopher Stone; 

Whereas the Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 
Sr. is recognized around the world as a hu-
manitarian, an advocate for civil and human 
rights, and an ambassador of freedom; and 

Whereas, as a highly respected world lead-
er, the Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. has 
acted many times as an international dip-
lomat in sensitive situations and in October 
1997, he was appointed by President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Albright as Special 
Envoy of the President and Secretary of 
State for the Promotion of Democracy in Af-
rica: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) commends the Reverend Jesse L. Jack-
son, Sr. for securing the release of Specialist 
Steven Gonzales, Staff Sergeant Andrew Ra-
mirez, and Staff Sergeant Christopher Stone 
from captivity in the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia; and 

(2) joins with the people of the United 
States in celebrating the return to freedom 
of Specialist Steven Gonzales, Staff Sergeant 
Andrew Ramirez, and Staff Sergeant Chris-
topher Stone. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. GILMAN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 

this resolution introduced by the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. MEEK) 
which accords proper credit to the re-
cent efforts of Reverend Jesse Jackson 
and his accompanying delegation of 
clergymen in successfully securing the 
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release of our three POWs held in the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

b 1900 

The Reverend Jackson has a distin-
guished record of utilizing his consider-
able powers of persuasion in the service 
of humanitarian objectives. When 
American citizens and others find 
themselves held in captivity in a hos-
tile country as a result of cir-
cumstances beyond their control, Rev-
erend Jackson has proven on several 
occasions against the odds that he can 
secure their release. 

Our Nation should be grateful to the 
good Reverend for his special skills in 
that regard. We are also grateful that 
our three young service people who 
were unjustly held by the government 
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
have finally been returned to their 
families, to their friends and fellow 
countrymen. We salute their dedicated 
service to our Nation. 

Accordingly, I urge my colleagues in 
the House to support H. Res. 156 com-
mending the Reverend Jesse L. Jack-
son and his fellow clergymen for ac-
quiring release of Specialist Steven 
Gonzales, Staff Sergeant Andrew Rami-
rez, and Staff Sergeant Christopher 
Stone. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of House Resolution 156 offered by the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
MEEK). Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 
156 provides for a special commenda-
tion and tribute to Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, Sr., for his services and lead-
ership, whereby he led a special delega-
tion of religious leaders and even one 
of our fellow Members, the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. BLAGOJEVICH) to 
travel to Belgrade, Yugoslavia to meet 
with President Slobodan Milosevic 
with the hope of trying to break the 
stalemate and crisis in Kosovo through 
a negotiated peace settlement or agree-
ment, and with the hope that the three 
men, soldiers who had been held cap-
tive, could also be released from pris-
on. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer my 
commendation also to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. GILMAN), the 
chairman of the House Committee on 
International Relations, for his en-
dorsement and support of this resolu-
tion; also, the ranking Democrat of the 
Committee on International Relations, 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
GEJDENSON), both gentlemen, for sup-
porting and endorsing this resolution. 

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, Rev-
erend Jackson has done it again. Fol-
lowing an intensive 3-hour-long meet-
ing with President Milosevic with a 
good amount of praying and heart-to- 
heart discussions, President Milosevic 

decided to release our three soldiers. 
Mr. Speaker, I am certain that our Na-
tion, the families and friends of our 
three soldiers, we all owe a debt of 
gratitude and appreciation for Rev-
erend Jackson’s commitment and devo-
tion to the cause of peace. And, more 
especially, his ability to properly nego-
tiate and persuade parties with varying 
views to come to the table and seek so-
lutions to the problems certainly is 
most commendable. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Jackson de-
serves our gratitude for his successful 
efforts to secure the release of our sol-
diers, Steve Gonzales, Andrew Ramirez 
and Christopher Stone. I might add, 
Mr. Speaker, those soldiers showed tre-
mendous courage and loyalty to our 
Nation. 

I need not remind my colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, that the crisis in Kosovo is 
far from over. The debate in this Cham-
ber last week, I submit, Mr. Speaker, is 
indicative of the seriousness of the 
issues and with so very many varying 
opinions and claims of facts of the 
truth and the crisis in the Balkans, 
definitely in my humble opinion, Mr. 
Speaker, has proven one basic fact: Our 
leaders and the American people sim-
ply do not know enough about the his-
tory and legacy of the Balkans. Almost 
like a repeat of a ritual that America 
went through when we were confronted 
with a crisis in Vietnam. 

Mr. Speaker, we do not need and we 
do not want another Vietnam in the 
Balkans. We must remember that 
President Milosevic is continuing to 
wage a brutal campaign against the 
Kosovar Albanians. Thousands of 
Kosovar Albanian refugees continue to 
stream into the neighboring countries. 
Many of these refugees have terrible 
tales to tell of rape, of beatings, of 
atrocities and murder at the hands of 
Serbian forces. The NATO campaign is 
designed to deny Milosevic the ability 
to wage his brutal repression against 
the Kosovar Albanians. 

Mr. Speaker, we must remain stead-
fast in our resolve to see our mission 
through. Again, I want to commend the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. GIL-
MAN) for his support of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of 
House Resolution 156 offered by the 
gentlelady from Florida, Mrs. MEEK. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 156 pro-
vides for a special commendation and tribute 
to the Reverend Jesse Jackson, Sr., for his 
services and leadership—whereby he led a 
special delegation of religious leaders and one 
of our fellow Members, the gentleman from Illi-
nois, Mr. BLAGOJEVICH, to travel to Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia—to meet with President Slobodan 
Milosevic—with the hope of trying to break the 
stalemate in the current crisis in Kosovo 
through a negotiated peace settlement or 
agreement, and with the hope also that the 
three American soldiers who have been held 
captive could also be released from prison. 

Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, Reverend 
Jackson has done it again. Following an in-

tense three-hour long meeting with President 
Milosevic, with a good amount of praying and 
heart-to-heart discussion, President Milosevic 
decided to release our three soldiers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am quite certain that our na-
tion, the families and friends of our three sol-
diers, we all owe a debt of gratitude and ap-
preciation for Reverend Jackson’s commitment 
to peace, but more especially his ability to 
properly negotiate and persuade parties with 
varying views to come to the table and seek 
solutions to the problems, is most commend-
able. 

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Jackson deserves 
our gratitude for his successful efforts to se-
cure the release of our soldiers, Steve 
Gonzales, Andrew Ramirez, and Christopher 
Stone. I might add, Mr. Speaker, these sol-
diers showed tremendous courage and loyalty 
to our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I need not remind my col-
leagues that the crisis in Kosovo is far from 
over. The debates in this Chamber last 
week—I submit, Mr. Speaker—is indicative of 
the seriousness of the issues and with so 
many varying opinions and claims of ‘‘facts,’’ 
or ‘‘the truth’’—the crisis in the Balkans defi-
nitely has proven one basic fact: our leaders 
and the American people simply do not know 
enough about the history and legacy of the 
Balkans; almost like a repeat of the ritual that 
America went through when we were con-
fronted with the crisis in Vietnam. 

Mr. Speaker, we don’t need and we don’t 
want another Vietnam in the Balkans. 

DAYS OF JOY, PAIN AND HOPE 
(Los Angeles Times Editorials.—May 3, 1999) 

Finally, in a period of missteps and acci-
dental NATO attacks in Yugoslavia and con-
fusion on Capitol Hill over whether the 
House supports or opposes the air war, there 
is good news: the release Sunday of the three 
American prisoners of war. The sight of the 
smiling faces of Army Staff Sgt. Andrew Ra-
mirez, 24, of East Los Angeles, Spc. Steven 
Gonzales, 21 of Huntsville, Texas, and Staff 
Sgt. Christopher J. Stone, 25, of Smith’s 
Creek, Mich, provided a temporary respite 
from the hard decisions that lie ahead and 
that, we hope, will set the stage for further 
diplomatic progress. 

Full credit in securing the release of the 
three soldiers should go unbegrudgingly to 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson and a private delega-
tion of religious leaders, including Los Ange-
les’ Rabbi Steven Bennett Jacobs and Dr. 
Nazir Uddin Khaja of the American Muslim 
Council. 

The religious leaders had been publicly 
urged not to go to Belgrade by the Clinton 
administration and had been warned that the 
mission was dangerous and ill-timed. No one 
can know the cynical reasoning that might 
well have motivated President Slobodan 
Milosevic to release the soldiers. But the 
point is that Jackson delivered, winning the 
release of the prisoners without apparent 
conditions. 

For the families of the soldiers, seized on 
the Macedonian border March 31, the night-
mare is over. Relatives of Ramirez, Gonzales 
and Stone are on their way to Germany to be 
reunited with their sons, husbands and 
brothers. 

For the Kosovars, however, the future does 
not look so bright. ‘‘This gesture on his 
[Milosevic’s] part cannot overcome the 
stench of evil and death on the killing fields 
of Kosovo,’’ Defense Secretary William S. 
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Cohen said Sunday. The White House already 
has rebuffed Jackson’s call for direct talks 
between Clinton and Milosevic, and we agree 
that such a meeting is at best premature. 
The air bombing campaign in Yugoslavia is a 
NATO operation. Beyond that, Milosevic 
first would have to lay the groundwork nec-
essary for success. In short, that means the 
end of Milosevic’s pogrom in Kosovo, the safe 
return of the refugees and some form of au-
tonomy for the Kosovars that is diplomati-
cally secured. 

Today we celebrate the release of U.S. sol-
diers from captivity. The diplomatic avenues 
toward peace appear to be opening up, 
through the increased interest of the Rus-
sians and others. Americans must not forget, 
however, that diplomacy was tried and failed 
for many months in the absence of a mili-
tary campaign. In the presence of a military 
campaign, the diplomatic approach might fi-
nally have been given the incentive it need-
ed. 

[From the Los Angeles Times, May 3, 1999] 
JACKSON TRIP IS LATEST IN SERIES OF 
SUCCESSFUL, RISKY ONE-MAN MISSIONS 

WASHINGTON.—The White House asked him 
not to go and said it couldn’t guarantee his 
safety in a city under attack by NATO bomb-
ing. 

But the diplomatic coup by the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, winning the release of three U.S. 
soldiers held captive in Belgrade, highlights 
the kind of risky, personal diplomacy that 
sometimes works where White House action 
cannot. 

Jackson, who has acted as Clinton’s special 
envoy in the past, went to Yugoslavia as a 
private citizen to negotiate with Slobodan 
Milosevic. It’s a role he’s played before in 
Syria, Cuba and Iraq dating to the mid-1980s. 

The administration had ruled out official 
negotiations for the soldier’s release since 
their capture near the Yugoslavia-Macedonia 
border on March 31, and vowed to press for-
ward with the air war aimed at stopping hos-
tilities in Kosovo. 

While the White House has cautiously wel-
comed Jackson’s success, the administration 
may still worry his mission may further 
Milosevic’s efforts to soften his image, said 
Barnett Rubin, the director of the Center for 
Preventive Action at the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

‘‘The danger is that a free-lancer like that, 
unauthorized, dilutes your message,’’ Rubin 
said. ‘‘They portray Milosevic as a war 
criminal, but this could show him he has al-
ternatives.’’ 

Rep. Floyd Spence (R–S.C.), chairman of 
the House Armed Service committee, said 
the Jackson maneuver gave a ‘‘diplomatic 
victory’’ because ‘‘the world is going to look 
upon him in a different way, to some extent, 
by releasing the prisoners this way.’’ 

Spence said on CNN’s ‘‘Evans, Novak, Hunt 
& Shields’’ that a temporary bombing halt 
‘‘would be appropriate.’’ He added that ‘‘I 
don’t think we should be there in the first 
place,’’ noting that he was among the 213 
House members voting last week against a 
resolution backing the bombing. Jackson has 
a history of private intervention in inter-
national crises. 

He went to Syria in 1984 to arrange the re-
lease of a Navy pilot whose bomber was shot 
down by Syrian antiaircraft guns in Leb-
anon. Several months later, he worked out 
arrangements with Cuba for the release of 48 
American and Cuban political prisoners. And 
he played a similar role helping foreign 
women and children in Iraq in 1990. 

Sometimes this type of citizen diplomacy 
works, and sometimes it doesn’t. 

Former President Carter helped diffuse a 
crisis over North Korean efforts to develop 
nuclear weapons in 1994 by personally inter-
vening with that country’s late leader, Kim 
Il-Sung. When Carter said he want to go, 
Clinton reportedly told him to go ahead, as 
long as Carter understood he was acting as a 
private citizen and not an official emissary. 

But a similar Carter visit with Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karadzic in 1995 failed 
to produce a lasting cease-fire, and Carter 
was later criticized for meeting with an in-
dicted war criminal. 

Clinton has often favored using high-pro-
file, one-man diplomatic missions to resolve 
international crises, counting on the reputa-
tion and clout of his messenger. 

He employed Bill Richardson—a congress-
man from New Mexico and later U.S. ambas-
sador to the United Nations—as a diplomatic 
firefighter, trying to extinguish problems in 
Iraq, central Africa and North Korea. 

He asked a former rival, Republican Bob 
Dole, to travel to Kosovo to convince the 
Kosovar Albanians to sign a settlement 
Molosevic eventually rejected. 

And he teamed Carter with former Sen. 
Sam Nunn and retired Gen. Colin Powell in 
1994 to persuade Haiti’s military rulers to 
back down and allow a peaceful U.S.-led 
military intervention that restored ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 

One of Clinton’s most frequent emissaries 
is Richard Holbrooke, the former State De-
partment official, ambassador, and architect 
of the 1995 Dayton accord that ended the war 
in Bosnia. Holbrooke, now the nominee to 
succeed Richardson as ambassador to the 
United Nations, negotiated with Milosevic 
seeking a peaceful solution to Kosovo right 
up until the NATO bombing began. 

But Rubin said Jackson’s mission differs 
greatly from that of official envoys. 

‘‘Holbrooke was representing the United 
States and NATO, saying, ‘If you don’t agree, 
we’re going to bomb you.’ That’s the same 
message whether you’re alone in the room or 
if you’re with 10 other people,’’ Rubin said. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to yield 
5 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. MEEK), chief 
sponsor of this resolution 

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from American 
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA), my col-
league, for giving me this opportunity 
to express my feelings about the Rev-
erend Jesse Louis Jackson. 

When the history of the world is 
written, Mr. Speaker, the name of 
Jesse Louis Jackson will head the 
name of those who loved peace. I am 
pleased that the House is today consid-
ering a resolution introduced yesterday 
commending the Reverend Jesse L. 
Jackson, Jr., for his extraordinary ef-
forts in securing the release of our 
three brave American soldiers from 
captivity in the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. Reverend Jesse Louis 
Jackson gives us something for all of 
us to be proud of: leadership, bravery, 
courage. 

I particularly want to thank Speaker 
HASTERT; the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. GEPHARDT) our minority leader; 
the gentleman from New York (Chair-
man GILMAN); the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. GEJDENSON) ranking 
Member; and the gentleman from 

American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, who worked together in a bi-
partisan effort to bring this resolution 
to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, as we all know, last 
Thursday Reverend Jackson led a dele-
gation of religious and civic leaders 
from the United States, including our 
colleague, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. BLAGOJEVICH), to Yugoslavia in a 
faith-based effort to secure the release 
of Specialist Gonzales, Staff Sergeant 
Ramirez, and Staff Sergeant Stone. 
Against great odds and in the face of 
grave personal risk, Reverend Jackson 
and his party entered the war zone and 
on Saturday May 1, Reverend Jackson, 
with the help of God, secured the re-
lease of these brave American soldiers. 

Mr. Speaker, I and millions of Ameri-
cans and others around the world, we 
watched with pride, we watched with 
joy and amazement as Reverend Jack-
son and his delegation emerged with 
our three brave soldiers. It was at that 
point that I decided to introduce this 
resolution. 

On this floor today we celebrate Rev-
erend Jackson’s achievement and our 
soldiers’ return to freedom. We want 
the world to know, Mr. Speaker, that 
we are extremely proud of the Rev-
erend Jesse Louis Jackson. 

This is not the first time that Rev-
erend Jackson has successfully secured 
the release of prisoners in other coun-
tries. In 1984 he secured the release of 
United States Navy Flyer, Lieutenant 
Robert O. Goodman, Jr., from Syria. 
Again in June of 1984 he secured the re-
lease of 22 Americans and 26 Cubans 
from Cuba; and in 1990 he secured the 
release of 700 women and children who 
were being detained in Iraq. 

Jesse Louis Jackson is certainly a 
man of peace. Mr. Speaker, he is recog-
nized around the world as a humani-
tarian, an advocate for civil and human 
rights, and an ambassador of freedom. 
Time and again he has been willing and 
able to enter into difficult situations 
and to go into harm’s way that very 
few of us would go into. His diplomacy 
has been effective when conventional 
diplomacy has not been effective. He 
has achieved success due to his deter-
mination and the strength of his be-
liefs. 

Reverend Jackson is a soldier for 
peace and freedom with deep roots in 
the nonviolence movement. For over a 
generation he has acted in the highest 
tradition of Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King. 

Reverend Jackson has proven time 
and time again that he will go any-
where and to any lengths to help those 
in need, especially those who are un-
able to help themselves. It is a great 
honor and privilege to know him and to 
have him as a friend, and to know that 
this House does itself proud by hon-
oring someone who has done so much 
to help so many. 
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Mr. Speaker, the Bible said: ‘‘Blessed 

are the peacemakers.’’ The Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, Sr., is indeed blessed. 
God has given him great gifts and he 
has used them fully to help his fellow 
men and women. He deserves our 
thanks and our praise. We are so proud. 

Mr. Speaker, we all serve with his 
son, the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
JESSE L. JACKSON, Jr.), and I know that 
he is even more proud of his father 
than we are. I am very proud to offer 
this resolution honoring this great 
American, an outstanding leader, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to give it 
their enthusiastic support. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of our time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 2 minutes and 40 seconds to the 
distinguished gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. JACKSON), my friend and col-
league. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, let me begin by thanking the distin-
guished gentleman from New York 
(Chairman GILMAN) and the gentleman 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) for this opportunity, 
and I certainly want to begin by com-
mending and thanking the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. MEEK) for 
sponsoring today’s resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I am overwhelmed that 
the gentlewoman would be so kind as 
to think of Reverend Jackson and all of 
the members of this delegation who 
sought to bring about an opportunity 
for peace in this crisis. I am only trou-
bled in that the present signals that we 
are getting are not ones that indicate 
that we are going to take advantage of 
the opportunity that Reverend Jackson 
has created. 

I could talk about Reverend Jackson, 
my father, for hours. Maybe for a life-
time. But I want to take the few min-
utes that I have, that has been given 
me, just to mention the names of those 
ministers who participated in this 
event. 

The Reverend Jesse Jackson, Sr., 
founder and president of the Rainbow/ 
PUSH Coalition. The Reverend Dr. 
Joan Brown Campbell, general sec-
retary, National Council of Churches. 
Mr. Nazir U. Khaja, medical doctor, 
chairman of the board of the American 
Muslim Council, head of the Islamic In-
formation Service. 

Father Leonid Kishkovsky, Orthodox 
Church of America. The Reverend 
James Meeks, Salem Baptist Church, 
Chicago, Illinois. The Reverend Father 
Irinej Dobrijevic, Serbian Orthodox 
priest, International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities. Landrum Bolling, Sen-
ior Advisor, Conflict Management 
Group, Director-at-Large, Mercy Corps 
International. 

John Wyma, chief of staff to Con-
gressman ROD BLAGOJEVICH. Father 
Raymond G. Helmick from Boston Col-
lege in Boston, Massachusetts. Amy 
Toensing, photographer. Walter Rogers 

from CNN. Yuri Tadesse, the director 
of International Affairs at Rainbow/ 
PUSH Coalition. 

David Steele, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies of Wash-
ington, D.C. James George Couchell, 
His Grace Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amer-
ica. His Grace Right Reverend Bishop 
Mitrophan, Serbian Orthodox Bishop of 
Eastern America. Bishop Marshall 
‘‘Jack’’ Meadors of the United Meth-
odist Church. 

Rabbi Steven Bennett Jacobs, Tem-
ple KOL Tikva from Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. Mr. Zoran S. Hodjera, president 
of the Saint Luke Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Washington, D.C. Our col-
league, Congressman ROD BLAGOJEVICH 
from the Fifth Congressional District 
in Illinois. Obrad Kesic, Director of 
Governmental Affairs, IGN Pharma-
ceuticals. Reverend Roy Thomas 
Lloyd, Broadcast News Director of the 
National Council of Churches. 

Jonathan Alpert from HBO. Susan 
Sachs from the New York Times. 
Bryan Puchaty, CNN. Marie Nelson, 
the director for Africa Policy, Rain-
bow/PUSH Coalition. 

Mr. Speaker, this interfaith delega-
tion made it possible to bring our pris-
oners of war home. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
commend the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. JACKSON) for listing all the clergy-
men. I had not seen that list published 
any place and it was certainly a won-
derful delegation. And I commend him 
for giving them the proper attributes 
for their work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GILMAN), the chairman 
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, for his generosity and for his 
constant advocacy for peace. And I 
thank the gentleman from American 
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA), the rank-
ing member, for his leadership. I also 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Mrs. MEEK) for bringing this to a point 
when we could acknowledge a great 
man of peace. 

Mr. Speaker, ringing throughout the 
halls of many places over the weekend, 
and particularly in our houses of wor-
ship, were the words, ‘‘glory, glory, 
hallelujah,’’ for it was that which 
caused the efforts of Reverend Jesse 
Louis Jackson to be put at the pin-
nacle of our eyesight in terms of what 
he accomplished. We had always known 
him as a man of peace who was coura-
geous, but as he brought forth the 
three young men and presented them 
to us this past Sunday there was a 
ringing of celebration, one long over-
due. 

I rise to support this resolution and 
support Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 
Sr., and as noted by the gentleman 

from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON), all of the 
others, part of the delegation, the reli-
gious and civic leaders, including our 
colleague from Illinois (Mr. 
BLAGOJEVICH). 

It is important to acknowledge the 
fact that there can be peace. 

b 1915 

I am grateful that specialist Steven 
Gonzales, Staff Sergeant Andrew Rami-
rez, and Staff Sergeant Christopher 
Stone, who were captured on patrol 
along the border of Kosovo and Mac-
edonia, are now free. I am delighted 
that Reverend Jackson, in prayer and 
with courage, left the shores of this 
land and went forth to deliver them. 

As I traveled in Albania and Mac-
edonia this weekend, it was clear that 
all eyes were on Reverend Jackson and 
his delegation. First, we were offering 
up prayers, Mr. Speaker; and then, of 
course, we were hoping for the very 
best. 

We know that President Milosevic 
has brutally murdered many of the eth-
nic Albanians. We know that women 
and children have been displaced, along 
with their husbands and men. We know 
that the men have been murdered and 
taken off to war. We know the refugee 
camps are in terrible condition in 
terms of the living conditions, and we 
know we must prevail to stop ethnic 
cleansing. But Reverend Jackson rose 
above those issues to proceed to de-
clare peace and to receive these indi-
viduals back. 

Mr. Speaker, I would simply take my 
hat off, if I had one, to salute Reverend 
Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., for being a cou-
rageous man of peace. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD 
Reverend Jackson’s entire resume and 
bio. 
REVEREND JESSE L. JACKSON, SR., PRESIDENT 

AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, RAINBOW/ 
PUSH COALITION, INC. 

The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, Presi-
dent and founder of the Rainbow/PUSH Coa-
lition, is one of America’s foremost political 
figures. Over the past thirty years he has 
played a pivotal role in virtually every 
movement for empowerment, peace, civil 
rights, gender equality, and economic and 
social justice. 

Reverend Jackson has been called the 
‘‘conscience of the nation’’ and ‘‘the great 
unifier,’’ challenging America to establish 
just and humane priorities. He is known for 
bringing people together in common ground 
across lines of race, class, gender, and belief. 

Born on October 8, 1941 in Greenville, 
South Carolina, Jesse Jackson attended the 
University of Illinois on a football scholar-
ship and later transferred to North Carolina 
A&T State University. He attended Chicago 
Theological Seminary until he joined the 
Civil Rights Movement full time in 1965. 

Reverend Jackson began his activism as a 
student leader in the sit-in movement and 
continued as a young organizer for the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference as 
an assistant to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
He went onto direct Operation Breadbasket 
and subsequently founded People United to 
Save Humanity (PUSH) in Chicago in 1971. 
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PUSH’s goals were economic empowerment 
and expanding educational and employment 
opportunities for the disadvantaged and 
communities of color. In 1984, Reverend 
Jackson founded the National Rainbow Coa-
lition, a national social justice organization 
devoted to political empowerment, education 
and changing public policy. In September 
1996, the Rainbow Coalition and Operation 
PUSH merged into the Rainbow/PUSH Coali-
tion to continue both philosophies and maxi-
mize its resources. 

Long before national health care, a war on 
drugs, dialogue with the Soviet Union and 
negotiations with the Middle East were pop-
ular positions, Reverend Jackson advocated 
them. By virtue of Reverend Jackson’s advo-
cacy, South African apartheid and the fight 
for democracy in Haiti came to the forefront 
of the national conscience. 

Reverend Jackson’s two presidential cam-
paigns broke new ground in U.S. politics. His 
1984 campaign won 3.5 million votes, reg-
istered over one million new voters, and 
helped the Democratic Party regain control 
of the Senate in 1986. His 1988 candidacy won 
seven million votes and registered two mil-
lion new voters and helped to sweep hun-
dreds of elected officials into office. Addi-
tionally, this civil rights leader won a his-
toric victory, coming in first or second in 46 
out of 54 contests. His clear progressive 
agenda and his ability to build an unprece-
dented coalition inspired millions to join the 
political process. 

As a highly respected world leader, Rev-
erend Jackson has acted many times as an 
international diplomat in sensitive situa-
tions. In 1984, for example, Reverend Jackson 
secured the release of captured Navy Lieu-
tenant Robert Goodman from Syria, as well 
as the release of 48 Cuban and Cuban-Amer-
ican prisoners in 1984. He was the first Amer-
ican to bring hostages out of Kuwait and 
Iraq in 1990. 

In 1990, in an impressive victory, Reverend 
Jackson was elected to the post of U.S. Sen-
ator from Washington, D.C., a position also 
known as ‘‘Statehood Senator.’’ The office 
was created to advocate for statehood for the 
District of Columbia, which has a population 
higher than five states yet has no voting rep-
resentation in Congress. 

A hallmark of Reverend Jackson’s work 
has been his commitment to youth. He has 
visited thousands of high schools, colleges, 
universities, and correctional facilities en-
couraging excellence, inspiring hope and 
challenging young people to award them-
selves with academic excellence and to stay 
drug-free. He has also been a major force in 
the American labor movement—working 
with unions to organize workers and mediate 
labor disputes. It is noted, Reverend Jackson 
has probably walked more picket lines and 
spoken at more labor rallies than any other 
national leader. 

A renowned orator, Reverend Jackson has 
received numerous honors for his work in 
human and civil rights and for nonviolent so-
cial change. In 1991, the U.S. Post Office put 
his likeness on a pictorial postal cancella-
tion, only the second living person to receive 
such an honor. He has been on the Gallup 
List of Ten Most Respected Americans for 
the past ten years. He has also received the 
prestigious NAACP Spingarn Award, in addi-
tion to honors from hundreds of grassroots 
and community organizations from coast to 
coast. Reverend Jackson has been awarded 
more than 40 honorary doctorate degrees, 
and frequently lectures at Howard, Yale, 
Princeton, Morehouse, Harvard, Columbia, 
Stanford, and Hampton Universities, among 
others. 

Since 1992, Reverend Jackson has hosted 
‘‘Both Sides With Jesse Jackson’’ on Cable 
News Network. He is the author of two 
books: Keep Hope Alive (South End Press, 
1989) and Straight From the Heart (Fortress 
Press, 1987). In 1996, Reverend Jackson co-au-
thored the book Legal Lynching: Racism, In-
justice, and the Death Penalty (Marlowe & 
Company) with his son, U.S. Representative 
Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. 

In October 1997, Reverend Jackson was ap-
pointed by President Bill Clinton and Sec-
retary of State Madeleine Albright as ‘‘Spe-
cial Envoy of the President and Secretary of 
State for the Promotion of Democracy in Af-
rica.’’ In his official position as Special 
Envoy, Reverend Jackson traveled to Kenya 
and Zambia in November 1997. Reverend 
Jackson met with His Excellency Daniel T. 
Arap Moi of Kenya and President Frederick 
J.T. Chiluba of Zambia during his trip. 

Reverend Jackson married college sweet-
heart Jacqueline Lavinia Brown in 1963. 
They have five children: Santita Jackson, 
Cong. Jesse Louis Jackson, Jr., Jonathan 
Jackson, Yusef DuBois Jackson, Esq., and 
Jacqueline Lavinia Jackson, Jr. The Jack-
sons reside in Chicago. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
join with my colleagues in support of 
H. Res. 156, a resolution to honor not 
only the work of the Honorable Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson but also the work 
of the entire delegation who traveled 
with him against insurmountable odds 
and came back victorious. 

Especially would I like to single out 
the work of our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD 
BLAGOJEVICH), and the Reverend James 
Meeks, whom I happen to know and 
have a tremendous amount of respect 
for. 

I think, once again, Reverend Jack-
son has demonstrated his astuteness, 
his ability, his agility. Some of us 
thought maybe Reverend Jackson was 
getting a little bit older, and somebody 
else said, no, Jesse is not getting older, 
he is just getting better. And so he has 
gotten better, he is better, and we com-
mend and congratulate him once again 
on a tremendous piece of humanitarian 
work for all of the world to see. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO). 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleagues on both sides of 
the fence for bringing this today to 
this floor. 

I especially want to thank my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Mrs. CARRIE MEEK), for authoring 
House Resolution 156, which commends 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson for his 
wonderful and great work in securing 
the release of our brave servicemen, 
Staff Sergeant Andrew Ramirez, Staff 
Sergeant Christopher Stone, and Spe-
cialist Steven Gonzales. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this 
resolution and honored to have the op-
portunity to address the Nation about 
it today. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson has once 
again proven himself a man of great 
ability, of great compassion and of 
great faith. His mission to Yugoslavia 
brought relief and joy to the families of 
these three servicemen and to all 
Americans who prayed for their free-
dom. 

Our Nation owes Jesse Jackson a 
great debt of gratitude. His skillful di-
plomacy in this case, as well as his 
other successful missions to free hos-
tages and prisoners throughout the 
years, serves to remind us of Reverend 
Jackson’s steadfast dedication to peace 
and freedom. 

With regard to Staff Sergeant Steven 
Ramirez, I am especially thankful to 
Reverend Jackson for his courageous 
mission and am proud to join the Na-
tion in honoring this exemplary Amer-
ican today. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from Ohio (Mrs. JONES). 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 156, to commend, 
thank and congratulate the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson and his delegation and 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD 
BLAGOJEVICH) for securing the release 
of the three American soldiers. 

There has been great discussion criti-
cizing independent diplomatic efforts 
as dangerous, out of line and inappro-
priate. I stand to commend the efforts 
of this faith-based delegation made up 
of more than 20 religious leaders as the 
right move at the right time and in the 
best interests of the soldiers and this 
Nation. 

I am the mother of a 16-year-old 
man-child named Mervyn Jones, the 
love of my life. I place myself in the 
shoes of the mothers of these three 
American soldiers, experiencing the 
anxiety, loneliness, regret, love, long-
ing and desperation of not being able to 
remove my son from the arms of 
Milosevic. Thanks to the efforts of 
Reverend Jackson and his delegation, I 
stand in the shoes of these same moth-
ers exuberant, relieved, happy, proud, 
grateful and blessed that God allowed 
the Reverend Jackson to speak for me 
and my son. 

In the midst of apprehension, discourage-
ment, criticism and mistrust, this faith-based 
delegation had the courage and most of all the 
faith, hope and belief that they could accom-
plish that which others had been unable to ac-
complish—the release of three young Amer-
ican soldiers. 

There comes a time when all criticism 
should cease and all voices should now be 
heard in unison, thanking these great Ameri-
cans for their efforts, thanking these great 
Americans for their belief, thanking them for 
their audacity to believe that they could, thank-
ing them for their service. 

Reverend Jackson, Representative 
BLAGOJEVICH and other members of the dele-
gation, I join with the United States Congress 
and the American people to laud, commend, 
congratulate and praise your good work. 
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Mrs. CLAYTON). 

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the chairman and the ranking 
member for having this, and I want to 
thank the leadership of the gentle-
woman from Florida (Mrs. MEEK) for 
offering this resolution. 

I rise in support of H.R. 156, a resolu-
tion to commend Reverend Jesse Jack-
son, Sr., for securing the release from 
captivity of three United States sol-
diers: Specialist Steven Gonzales of 
Huntsville, Texas; Staff Sergeant An-
drew Ramirez of Los Angeles; and Staff 
Sergeant Christopher Stone of Smiths 
Creek, Michigan. 

For 5 weeks these soldiers reportedly 
were held isolated from each other and 
their units and held captive in a hostile 
land. Members of their families, people 
in their home communities and con-
cerned citizens around the world 
prayed for their safe return. We were 
disappointed by the unsuccessful diplo-
matic efforts to secure their release. 

In answer to the call of conscience, 
who will go to seek the release of these 
young men, Reverend Jesse Jackson 
boldly and courageously answered, I 
will. Despite the risk of failure, despite 
the risk of danger to his personal secu-
rity, despite the risk of criticism from 
those who would say he had no business 
whatsoever, Reverend Jesse Jackson 
and his faith-based mission answered 
the call. 

And, indeed, we want to commend 
our colleague, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. BLAGOJEVICH), to go to this 
foreign country and to urge the coun-
try of that Nation to let our soldiers go 
home. 

He succeeded and we are glad. Perhaps 
this humanitarian gesture by the Yugoslavian 
President, to set free our soldiers, will be fol-
lowed by more substantial concessions on his 
part to hasten an end to the destruction of that 
region and the suffering he has caused in so 
many lives there. However, today, we should 
take time, on behalf of a nation that is grateful 
and very relieved by the safe return of our sol-
diers, to say thank you to Rev. Jesse Jackson 
for answering the call of conscience and for a 
job well done. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson, by his bold actions, 
displayed the wisdom implicit in the old maxim 
that we should live, learn, love and leave a 
legacy. By his actions, Rev. Jackson displayed 
courage to go into a dangerous situation to 
accomplish his mission, to seek the release of 
our soldiers. He did it and we say thank you. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
may I ask how much more time do I 
have on this side? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN). The gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) has 
43⁄4 minutes remaining. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WATERS). 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding me this 

time; and though 1 minute is not 
enough, I will try. 

I simply want to, first, thank the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. GIL-
MAN), the chairman, and our ranking 
member, as well as the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Mrs. CARRIE MEEK) for 
stopping and focusing us and getting us 
together to give our thanks to Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson is truly a re-
markable man. He is a man who truly 
believes in the power of prayer and the 
ability to argue the moral and humane 
position, no matter how difficult it 
looks, no matter how difficult it seems. 

He was criticized. They said, do not 
go, Jesse; do not mess up our diplo-
matic relations, even though we had 
none. But Jesse went in spite of that, 
with a faith-based coalition and our 
own Congressman, to say to Mr. 
Milosevic, let them go. 

And despite the fact that we all be-
lieve that Mr. Milosevic is without a 
moral center, that this is a man who 
has been involved in ethnic cleansing, 
that this is a man who had lost his 
moral compass a long time ago, Jesse 
convinced him. 

He did not stop on the first try. They 
told him it was not on the agenda. 
Jesse Jackson went to bed; and he said, 
it is on my agenda. And he got up the 
next morning, and he continued with 
the mission, and he made it happen. 

We are pleased. The mothers of these 
young men are pleased. We are so glad 
we have a Jesse Jackson. The world 
should thank Jesse Jackson. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH). 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
also thank the sponsor of this out-
standing resolution, H.R. 156. I also 
want to thank the chairman of the sub-
committee and also the ranking mem-
ber of the subcommittee for this occa-
sion. 

Today, I would like to commend Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson and the entire 
Jackson peace delegation, which in-
cluded the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
ROD BLAGOJEVICH) and the Reverend 
James Meeks, both who reside in the 
City of Chicago, for their heroic efforts 
in bringing our soldiers back home. 

It took people of monumental 
strength and enormous moral courage 
to accomplish such a noble feat. I know 
that all of America, including the par-
ents of our soldiers, thanked God when 
on Sunday it was announced that our 
soldiers were released. 

One word about Reverend Jackson. 
Reverend Jackson is, indeed, a remark-
able man, a man of enormous courage 
and enormous talent and abilities. Rev-
erend Jackson’s moral plea to 
Milosevic for the release of our soldiers 
was not an easy task. However, once 
again, Reverend Jackson has dem-
onstrated to us the power of diplomatic 
negotiations. 

Reverend Jackson certainly deserves 
every word, every symbol, every indi-
cation that we have giving him thanks. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. HILLIARD). 

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend the Reverend Jesse Jackson. For 
many years, the Reverend Jesse Jack-
son has served the cause of peace and 
human dignity. Once again, Reverend 
Jackson has traveled to the battle-
fields of a world at war to return cap-
tive servicemen. Once again, he has 
brought a message of peace and human 
unity to a situation many thought was 
beyond hope. Once again, Reverend 
Jackson has put his faith to the test, 
opened his heart in love and brought 
hope to the hopeless. Once again, Rev-
erend Jackson has made himself an ex-
ample of a committed American and an 
international peacekeeper. 

Leading a delegation of Christian, 
Muslims and Jewish representatives, 
Reverend Jackson made a way where 
there seemed to be none. It is my hope 
that we may use the relationships 
which he has developed to find a way to 
end this war but, more importantly, 
that we find a way to end the oppres-
sion which caused it. It must always be 
our goal to establish a peace not based 
on oppression and to rebuild an arc of 
the covenant between all people. Rev-
erend Jackson has done his part. Let us 
now do ours. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Reverend 
Jackson for his efforts. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from Michigan (Ms. KILPATRICK). 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank our ranking member 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN) and my very dear friend, the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
CARRIE MEEK), for bringing this resolu-
tion forward. 

People can say what they want about 
this country. This is the greatest coun-
try in the world. Men like Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, as well as my colleague, 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD 
BLAGOJEVICH), who have the courage to 
risk their lives, and the other delega-
tion, and to go on foreign soil to free 
three heroes are to be commended. 

I want to add my voice to all those 
who have spoken before me in thanking 
Reverend Jackson and our colleague 
and their delegation. This world will be 
a better place. We hope we can end this 
war and bring peace to our Nation. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. BLAGOJEVICH), the gentleman who 
accompanied Reverend Jackson and 
made it possible for Reverend Jackson 
to visit in Yugoslavia. 

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

Sergeant Ramirez and Sergeant 
Stone and Specialist Gonzales are soon 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 13:28 Oct 02, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR99\H04MY9.001 H04MY9



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE8340 May 4, 1999 
to be home with their families due to 
the hard work and effort of Reverend 
Jesse Jackson. He worked very hard. 
He was constant in his pursuit of nego-
tiations to achieve this mission. There 
were peaks, and there were valleys. I 
know, because I was there with him. 

b 1930 
Reverend Jackson did it in Iraq and 

Kuwait. He did it before in Cuba with 
hostages. He did it before and was suc-
cessful in Syria with Robert Goodman. 
And he did it again in Yugoslavia. Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson is four for four, 
and Jesse Jackson is the man. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
how much time do I have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN). The gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) has 1 
minute remaining. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 35 seconds to the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. FORD). 

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding me the time. 

I just want to the add my voice of 
congratulations to Jesse Jackson, who 
in many ways is like a father figure to 
me. I have known the family for so 
long. I am not surprised what Jesse 
Jackson was able to accomplish. And I 
say to my dear friend who came with 
me in the same class in 1996, that great 
Congressman from Chicago, he was one 
heck of a wing man and the Reverend 
could not have done it without him. 

Congratulations, Reverend Jackson. 
And to the Ramirez, Stone and 
Gonzales families, I thank them for 
producing three great men like they 
have. 

God bless America. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) has 25 seconds remain-
ing. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 1 additional minute to 
the gentleman from American Samoa 
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA). 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of the time. 

I certainly want to commend and 
thank my colleagues for the state-
ments that have been presented to pay 
this very special tribute and this reso-
lution to Reverend Jesse Jackson for 
the performance and for the contribu-
tions that he has made, especially in 
bringing home these three soldiers who 
had been imprisoned for the past 31 
days. 

In saying that, I certainly thank my 
good friend the gentlewoman from 
Florida for her sponsorship of this leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of 
the time to the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. BROWN). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from American Samoa has 1 
minute remaining. That 1 minute is 
yielded to the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. BROWN). 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of House Resolu-
tion 156. 

I want to thank the Reverend Jesse 
Lewis Jackson for the wonderful job he 
has done getting the three American 
prisoners released. Our Nation and the 
families of the three soldiers who were 
held for a month are very grateful to 
Reverend Jackson’s work. 

Reverend Jackson has only recently 
been named as a diplomat, but he has 
been doing this work for a very long 
time. I am very hopeful that Reverend 
Jackson’s success will encourage the 
two sides to find a peaceful end to the 
crisis. 

On that note, I want to say that I 
joined several of my colleagues this 
weekend in Vienna, where we had 
meetings with the Russian Parliament. 
We tried to set a framework for peace 
negotiations between the two sides, 
and I am very pleased with our results. 
We cannot underestimate the power of 
negotiators like the Reverend Jackson, 
and I am very encouraged that his ef-
forts, along with the discussions with 
the Russian officials, will lay the 
groundwork for peace and end this con-
flict. 

God bless America. And, of course, 
we all love the Reverend Jesse Lewis 
Jackson. 

I would like to congratulate the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson in his successful efforts in 
bringing home the three United States service-
men, Staff Sergeant Christopher J. Stone, 
Staff Sergeant Andrew A. Ramirez and Spe-
cialist Steven M. Gonzales, who were ab-
ducted in Macedonia near the Yugoslav bor-
der where they were on patrol while partici-
pating in a NATO force that was to move into 
Kosovo as peacekeepers in case of a settle-
ment. Mr. Jackson’s trip to Yugoslavia as a 
negotiator on behalf of the soldiers was in-
deed courageous, and his diplomatic talents 
are more than commendable. 

Indeed, in obtaining the release of the cap-
tured soldiers, Reverend Jesse Jackson suc-
ceeded where no one else could through his 
immeasurable perseverance, faith, and per-
sistent negotiating with the Serb leader. It is 
interesting to note that this was not the Rev-
erend’s first success as an international medi-
ator. In 1984, he won the freedom from Syria 
of a U.S. Navy flyer, Lt. Robert O. Goodman, 
Jr., who had been shot down in a raid on anti-
aircraft positions in Lebanon. I also recall that 
in June of that same year he persuaded Fidel 
Castro to release 22 Americans and 26 Cu-
bans from Cuban prisons. Additionally, Jesse 
Jackson has participated in numerous domes-
tic ‘‘missions,’’ and has mediated in several 
disputes on behalf of African Americans, labor 
and the poor. One example of his efforts was 
his success in prodding the aircraft maker 
Boeing into a $15 million settlement of two 
class action lawsuits that accused the firm of 
discriminating against its African American 
workers. I wholeheartedly admire the Rev-
erend for his tactics in dispute resolution, for 
his siding with the underdogs, the poor, mi-
norities, and the oppressed. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of the time. 

Again, I want to commend the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. MEEK) for 
bringing this resolution to the floor. I 
want to thank our senior member of 
our committee, the gentleman from 
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
for his participation, and thank all of 
those who participated in this tribute 
to Reverend Jesse Jackson, and to his 
fellow clergymen who participated 
with him in this admirable under-
taking in releasing our prisoners. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, the Rev. Jesse Jackson is truly one of 
America’s unsung heroes, and today I stand 
before you to sing his praises. 

For many years, conservatives have held 
Jesse Jackson up as the poster child for lib-
eral causes. 

They have chastised him and demonized 
him. 

They have cursed him and mocked him. 
And at the same time they wear their 

version of Christian values on their lapels, 
they look down on everyone that does not 
conform to their narrowly interpreted set of 
rules. 

However, if ever there was a person who 
exemplified the morals and the values es-
poused by Christ, that person is the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson. In the Book of Matthew, Chap-
ter 5, our Savior, Jesus Christ tells us which 
values will be looked upon favorably in the 
kingdom of Heaven. Some of the ones he 
mentions who will be blessed are: 

‘‘The poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.’’ 

The Rev. Jackson has dedicated his life to 
representing the most marginalized, 
disenfranchised members of American society. 

‘‘Those who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness, for they will be filled.’’ 

The Rev. Jackson has made filing the souls 
of Americans as important as filing the bellies 
of the hungry. 

‘‘The merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy.’’ 

The Rev. Jackson has stepped into the 
chasm of propaganda and demonization to 
meet with the leaders of our nation’s ‘‘en-
emies’’ and bring America’s sons and daugh-
ters back from captivity in foreign countries. 

‘‘The pure in heart, for they will see God.’’ 
The Rev. Jackson’s approach to solving 

problems clearly illustrates the innocence and 
humility of his altruistic intentions, his love of 
all people, and his dedication to making the 
world a better place for everyone. 

‘‘The peacemakers, for they will be called 
sons of God.’’ 

The Rev. Jackson has been a strong, out-
spoken advocate of diplomacy and nonviolent 
conflict resolution. 

‘‘Those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for their is the kingdom of 
heaven.’’ 

The Rev. Jackson has stood on the front 
lines of our nation’s struggle to recognize the 
civil rights of all its citizens. 

Rev. Jackson, we appreciate you and the 
work you are doing to walk the path. We com-
mend you for your tireless efforts to bring 
home American soldiers who have become 
prisoners of war. However, your selflessness 
does not stop there. On a number of occa-
sions, your intervention has freed citizens 
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being held as human shields by Saddam Hus-
sein and political prisoners from Cuban jails. 
Hold your head up Brother Jackson. You are 
somebody! Keep the faith! When you are feel-
ing a little unappreciated, just remember. 

Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and 
be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. You are 
the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is no longer good for anything, except to be 
thrown out and trampled by men. You are 
the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in 
the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I thought that I 
should go to Andrews Airport Air Force Base 
yesterday to welcome Jesse Jackson home. 
Reverend Jackson had helped raise the con-
sciousness of the nation to freedom concerns 
in the District of Columbia when he was state-
hood senator and lived here a few years ago. 
I thought that I should be there to greet him 
for bringing a freedom message to President 
Slobodan Milosevic, who heard Jesse Jackson 
and freed the three American servicemen. 

I listened intently to Rev. Jackson’s com-
ments at the airport. He detailed how he had 
managed to free the three soldiers, and it was 
clear that he had done it with great care and 
skill without undermining U.S. foreign policy 
concerns and military aims. Reverend Jackson 
carried the NATO four conditions and urged 
them on Milosevic at the same time that he 
urged our country to look for diplomatic open-
ings. Through the efforts of the former Rus-
sian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, who 
coincidently arrived at Andrews shortly after 
the Jackson delegation, these openings are 
beginning to appear now. Rev. Jackson’s work 
has not hurt our goals, and may have helped 
in ways we cannot yet know. What we do 
know is what Jesse Jackson, through an act 
of will and skill, has produced the three young 
men before the war’s end. Jesse Jackson de-
serves credit not only for what he did but for 
the way he did it. Today’s special order is a 
well deserved tribute. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to rec-
ognize my good friend and colleague, Rev-
erend Jesse Jackson, for his diplomacy in 
Yugoslavia and his work to bring an end to the 
crisis in Kosovo. Thanks to the work of Rev-
erend Jackson and his delegation, three serv-
icemen who had been held in Yugoslavia have 
been freed and allowed to return home safely. 
We must continue to take every measure pos-
sible to ensure the safe and expeditious return 
home of all the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces who have been dis-
patched to Yugoslavia. 

In the same spirit, I hope that we can seize 
upon this moment to further these diplomatic 
efforts to bring about an immediate end to 
Slobodan Milosevic’s campaign of terror. At 
this juncture, I am convinced that our best 
hope for peace and stability in the region is 
the negotiation of an immediate cease fire and 
the dispatch of an international peace keeping 
force. It is my strong belief that the United 

States and NATO must reach out to the 
United Nations, Russia, China, and others to 
work together toward a new internationally ne-
gotiated peace agreement and to secure Serb 
compliance with any and all of its terms. 

As a person who strongly believes in the 
teachings and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., I profoundly subscribe to the principles of 
nonviolence and implore us to consider the 
teachings of Dr. King as we address the crisis 
in Kosovo. In speaking about the Vietnam war 
in his speech A Christmas Sermon on Peace 
found in his last book, The Trumpet of Con-
science, Dr. King wrote: ‘‘But one day we 
must come to see that peace is not merely a 
distant goal we seek, but that it is a means by 
which we arrive at that goal. We must pursue 
peaceful ends through peaceful means. All of 
this is saying that, in the final analysis, means 
and ends must cohere because the end is 
pre-existent in the means and ultimately de-
structive means cannot bring about construc-
tive ends.’’ 

Based upon these principles of non-vio-
lence, it is with enthusiasm and pride that I 
applaud Reverend Jackson and his delegation 
for opening important, new diplomatic chan-
nels. While I have not seen Milosevic’s letter 
to President Clinton, I am very hopeful that 
our President will view the letter as a possible 
opportunity to renew dialog to seek a political 
settlement to this horrific crisis. I pray that this 
will set in motion a process that ends the 
bloodshed in Yugoslavia and leads to sustain-
able and long-term peace in the Balkans. 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
GILMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, 
House Resolution 156, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘Resolution commending the Reverend 
Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. on securing the 
release of Specialist Steven Gonzales of 
Huntsville, Texas, Staff Sergeant An-
drew Ramirez of Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, and Staff Sergeant Christopher 
Stone of Smiths Creek, Michigan, from 
captivity in the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

‘‘WE, THE PEOPLE, CITIZEN AND 
CONSTITUTION PROGRAM’’ 

(Mr. HILL of Montana asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, 
earlier this week more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across the United States 
were here in Washington to compete in 
the national finals of the ‘‘We, the Peo-
ple, Citizen and Constitution Pro-
gram.’’ 

I am proud to announce that a high 
school class from Polson High School 
in Polson, Montana, represented the 
State of Montana in this national 
event. These young scholars have 
worked diligently to reach the national 
finals and, through this experience, 
have gained a deep respect and a great-
er knowledge and a greater under-
standing of the fundamental principles 
and the values of our constitutional 
Republic. 

‘‘We, the People’’ is the most exten-
sive education program in the country 
that was developed to educate young 
people about the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights. This program has pro-
vided classroom materials at elemen-
tary and middle and high school levels 
for more than 261⁄2 million students 
across the country. 

I am proud of the students from 
Polson, Montana, and I commend them 
for their dedication to a better under-
standing of their Government. 

Mr. Speaker, I include the following 
newspaper article for the RECORD: 
NONTENURED TEACHERS CUT: BOARD VOTES TO 

SLICE 60 POSITIONS TO HELP SAVE $1M 
(By Leslie McCartney) 

The teaching contracts of more than 60 
nontenured teachers will not be renewed, 
Helena School District trustees reluctantly 
voted Tuesday night. 

The district is facing serious financial 
problems. The district is seeking ways to 
slice $1 million expenses from its 1999–2000 
school year budget. 

‘‘This is an unpleasant task,’’ said Bill 
Rasor, personnel program manager for the 
district. 

Many of the trustees lamented the nec-
essary move—by contract the district must 
give teachers notice—but it was not unex-
pected. 

Tuesday’s meeting included more proposed 
considerations for reductions as part of the 
ongoing budgeting process that has been con-
suming the district and the trustees for at 
least a month. 

A new consideration presented to the board 
Tuesday included eliminating a $15,000 con-
tract for high school students with the Mon-
tana Science Institute, based at Canyon 
Ferry Lake. 

Also discussed were a few revised pro-
posals, including that of the gifted and tal-
ented program. The program would not be 
completely eliminated as was suggested ear-
lier this month. 

Under a new model, the district would re-
tain two gifted and talented staff members 
to coordinate services and consult with 
classroom teachers. 

‘‘We’re regrouping . . . maybe we’re not 
quite ready to hand it off entirely.’’ Super-
intendent Bruce Messinger noted. 

Also revised was the issue of increasing 
class size, which of district hoped to boost to 
save money. Under a new proposal, class 
sizes in the early primary grades (kinder-
garten through second grade) (kindergarten 
through second grade) would stay small. 

However, class sizes would be raised to 26 
students in third grade, 28 in fourth grade 
and 30 in fifth grade. The changes in staffing, 
coupled with savings in physical education 
and the music program, could save $116,000, 
according to district projections. 

Trustees also mulled a revision in the ‘‘sig-
nificant writing’’ program to cut four full- 
time positions at a savings of $116,000. 
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